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Added Core
reflection
requirement
for seniors
BY ANDREW KOCH
Editor-in-Chief
As part of the university’s desire to evaluate the Core curriculum, an ad hoc committee has put
together “CORE 499: Reflection
on the XU Core,” a new requirement for all seniors who will be
graduating in the spring of 2015.
The course requires students
to complete a randomly assigned
writing task on Canvas that is designed to evaluate the old Core’s
outcomes. Students’ responses
will be anonymous, and only the
group’s collective data will be
reported.
“This is an important way to
assess what students learn in the
Core so that the Core can be continuously improved,“ Dr. Mike
Nelson, chair of the Core curriculum committee that created
CORE 499, said in an email.
With the changes to the university’s Core curriculum that
were implemented at the beginning of this school year, this
year’s seniors are the last students
to be required to complete the
old Core requirements.
Despite the fact that no other
students will experience the same
Core curriculum as did the seniors who will complete CORE
499, organizers said that students’ responses will still provide
valuable information about the
Core curriculum in general.
“This information from students will help us determine what
students have learned though the
Core (in this case, the old Core)
and will inform us as to what
courses might best be selected
to assist students in acquiring
and applying the knowledge articulated in our new Core goals,”
Nelson said in an email.
CORE 499 is a free, 0 credit-hour course and is graded as
satisfactory/unsatisfactory (pass/
fail). Its creators anticipate that
CORE 499 will take each student
about 45 minutes to complete.
Students will not be able to
graduate in the spring without
enrolling in and completing the
course. However, students graduating in December will not need
to fulfill CORE 499, though the
requirement will still be displayed
on their DegreeWorks degree
audits.
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Alter under construction

Newswire photo by Sarabeth Cuddihy

Alter Hall (pictured above) closed during the 2012-13 school year and is now being renovated. The building is scheduled to be completed by fall 2015.

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
Every morning, students walk
to their classes and witness the
transformation that Alter Hall
has made since its partial demolition after the 2013-14 academic
year. After months of planning,
the Alter Hall Project to create a
new academic building is underway.
The main goal of the Alter
Hall Project is to construct an
area where scheduled classes will
be held but also allow for more
open classrooms for teamwork
during free time. In addition, the
renovated building will house the
Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences.
“During the summer, we are
planning on moving the Dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences,
the two Associate Deans and the
two administrative staff into the
building,” Vice President, Facility
Management and head chairman
of the Physical Plant Project Bob
Sheeran said.

Sheeran stated the project is
well on its way to be finished for
the 2015-16 academic year.
Since the start of the “master
plan framework” in 2006, Alter
Hall has been a major project on
Xavier’s campus.
Before the demolition, Alter
Hall was considered the heart of
the academic mall. Nearly every
student walked through the central classroom building during
the 50 years it stood.
The university decided to
close the building after it was reported as not being up to code.
At the time, Alter Hall held
offices such as the Bursar’s office,
the Honors program, the university’s Writing Center and the former Center for Adult and Parttime Students (CAP) program,
but these programs permanently
relocated to other buildings.
It was a building that supported the Core curriculum, enabled
cross-disciplinary partnerships
and made Xavier’s Honors program possible.

Newswire photo by Sarabeth Cuddihy

The Alter Hall renovation project is on-schedule to be completed next fall.
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Alter Hall is being recreated
in order to allow the building to
keep up with the 21st century
and to allow for a larger academic
space for flexible classroom environments. The high-quality environment that will be created will
accomodate the growing number of students now attending
Xavier, as well as allow for more
space for group collaborations
and breakout sessions from the
classroom.
“There are several stages that
are happening right now for the
project. One of these stages is
the concrete frame stage and the
other is the stage of creating the
exterior skin for the building,”
Sheeran said.
During the beginning of the
project, some demolition was
performed on each end of the
building in order to create large,
flexible spaces on the sides of
the building for students to use
for collaboration and teamwork.
As the construction continues, workers are pushing forward
with the pouring of the concrete
frame. With the first concrete
floor already finished, the workers are creating columns that will
prepare for the pouring of the
second concrete floor on both
the north and south ends of the
building. Concrete work will continue for the next 35 to 40 days
as the workers ascend within the
building.
While pouring the concrete
floor, the exterior skin (the “envelope”) of the building is also
being created. Workers have begun with metal framing, which is

utilized on all of the floors, and
will continue to place an exterior sheeting grade on the metal
in order to allow the brick to be
placed against the surface.
Smaller projects are also
happening as the framework
and floors are put together.
Electricians have begun to run
wires throughout the building
to serve light fixtures and projection screens for future classrooms. The elevator shaft and
the plumbing and piping on the
ground floor of the building are
also being renovated.
Once this phase of the project
is finished, the building will have
a few more renovations before it
will be ready to open in the fall.
“In general, the building will
be under roof by the first of the
year. Once the building is watertight, there will be more emphasis on the interior work that
will finish up in May. Then the
furniture and technology will be
moved into the building over the
summer allowing, it to open in
the fall,” Sheeran said.
Organizers bellieve faculty will be pleased with project’s
progress.
“The project is working on
schedule and on budget. All the
measurements we use to rate the
success of our project are going
very well so we are happy with its
progress,” Sheeran said.
More information about
about Alter Hall and a live feed
of the building’s progress is available on Xavier’s website: http://
www.xavier.edu/plant/AlterHall-Transformation.cfm

Op-Ed
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Columnist Griff Bludworth critiques the outstanding marijuana charges that prevent individuals from being employed.

Staff Writer Liz Slocum previews the Department of
Music and Theatre’s production of “Godspell.”
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Fr. Greg Boyle shares experiences
BY ERICA LAMPERT

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Dorth Day Center
for Faith and Justice (CFJ) presented Fr. Greg Boyle on Oct. 2
at Bellarmine Chapel to speak to
the Xavier community about critical issues in the criminal justice
system.
During his visit, Fr. Boyle spoke
to students about his memoir,
“Tattoos on the Heart: The Power
of Boundless Compassion,” which
was the required summer reading
for first-year students as part of
the Core Curriculum.
Boyle’s presentation, “From
Jails to Jobs: Community Re-entry
and the Criminal Justice System,”
reflected his interests in providing
security and oppurtunity for atrisk youths.
He discussed the issues that may
cause young people to fall into the
prison system and ways to reintegrate individuals into society upon
their release.
“Fr. Boyle’s enthusiasm and
humor in portraying the value of
every human life is very inspirational,” first-year student Sarah
Barbaro said. “My favorite thing
about the talk was Fr. Boyle’s love
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h i g h l i g h t e d Fr. Greg Boyle spoke to students about issues in the criminal justice system.
were taken
the ways Boyle’s organization, gang violence occurring in Los through several “homies’” stories
Homeboy Industries, turned the Angeles 20 years ago. The organi- in-depth.
lives of gang members around.
zation provides holistic support to
“I love the mission behind Fr.
Boyle
began
Homeboy those formerly involved in gangs by Boyle’s work, how he could take
Industries after he experienced the offering them job training skills, tat- someone seen as a nobody in soci- Paid Advertisement -

ety and give them an essential role
and purpose in life was amazing
and heartwarming,” Barbaro said.
“I think the film really touches
people at their core,” CFJ graduate
intern Rachel Snodgrass said. “It
features a lot of the ‘homies’ telling
their own stories, stories of great
triumph, love and pain.”
“The movie asks us to think
critically about the issue of gang
violence and mass incarceration and to reflect on our own
views and prejudices that we may
have when it comes to issues,”
Snodgrass said.
Students were encouraged to
attend Fr. Boyle’s speech because
the topics of gang violence and
mass incarceration are current
problems in the world today.
His memoir, movie and speech
also focus on those issues important to Xavier’s holistic education
model.
“Further, it asks us to engage
and be in solidarity with people
who are marginalized. It asks us
to form communities of kinship
where no one is marginalized and
we recognize that we all belong to
each other,” Snodgrass said.
Edited by Lydia Rogers

Club profile:
Outdoor Club

BY MAX BRUNS

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Outdoor Club provides students with the opportunity to participate in a variety
of outdoor sports and activities,
learn new skills and meet other
outdoor enthusiasts.
“I’m really thrilled to be a part
of Outdoor Club because it has
allowed me to connect with other students with similar interests
and further my skills and knowledge about the great outdoors,”
President of Outdoor Club and
Newswire Head Copy Editor
Camie Tuel said.
Outdoor Club offers students
the chance to get involved with
activities such as hiking and backpacking, kayaking, rock climbing
and white water rafting in sites
around the area.
The club is proactive about giving students the chance to explore
new things outdoors.
“We have two or three trips
going out every month, ranging
from white water rafting to camping in the Smokies, a rock climbing lock-in and hopefully a ski trip
or two coming up as we get into

winter,” Tuel said.
The number of trips has grown
from past years, and membership
isincreased as a result.
“The increased number of
trips has allowed a lot of members to become more involved,”
Tuel said. More trips mean more
opportunities for members.
The club is not just oriented
on entertainment for the students.
There is a service component to
the Outdoor Club, too.
“The club is important to the
Xavier community and Greater
Cincinnati Area,” Tuel said. “We
have various service trips planned
to help with local fundraisers and to
repair trails at local parks. We practice Leave No Trace, which promotes conservation in the outdoors,
and we are open to partnering with
organizations to educate, learn and,
most importantly, have fun.”
The Outdoor Club serves its
purpose not only to provide new
and exciting trips for students but
also to allow students to serve
while having fun in the process.
To get involved email Tuel at
tuelc@xavier.edu or visit the XU
Outdoor Club Facebook page.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Outdoor Club at New River Gorge in West Virginia on its rafting trip last spring
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BY JESS LARKIN

Copy Editor
Cincinnatu Metro introduced
a new guided tour in conjunction with Xavier’s International
Student and Scholar Services.
Students had the chance to
explore downtown Cincinnati
hotspots and learn about the rich
history of the Queen City.
The students began their trip at
a conveniently-located bus stop at
Dana and Woodburn Avenues.
Equipped with a $10 stored
value card and trip guides, students boarded the buses and made
their way around the city, stopping
at iconic Cincinnati venues like
Findlay Market, Washington Park
and Fountain Square.
“I came up with the idea of the
guided tour as a fun way to introduce students to our bus system
and also show them how easy it
is to get downtown,” Ridership
Development Manager for Metro
Kim Lahman said.
“If people have a good experience riding the bus while seeing a
few of the hot spots in our city,
they will most likely start visiting
more places independently and
enjoying the diverse activities our
city has to offer.”

With the tour, students not
only learn about Cincinnati’s history and most famous landmarks,
but they also learn to navigate the
city using the mass transit system.
Because of the tour, students
were given a means through which
to discover and identify major city
landmarks that otherwise may
have remained unexplored.
“My favorite part was Findlay
Market,” staff member of the
Department of Classic and
Modern Languages Paula Marnelli
said. “It’s lively, interesting and
colorful and it offers great products, so it’s good to know we can
get there by bus.”
“I really liked how much time
they took to take us around, getting
us used to the bus system and combining it with facts about the city,”
Sebastian Koppers, a participant in
the first group of tours, said. “My
favorite part of the tour was OverThe-Rhine. I loved Findlay Market
and Washington Park.”
For international students at
Xavier, the tour was a prime way
to integrate themselves into the
community and learn more about
the city. The first group of students raved about the trip and
thought it was a great experience.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
The Student Organization
of Latinos (SOL) recognized
National
Hispanic
Heritage
Month on Xavier’s campus from
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15.
Many Americans celebrate
this month by honoring the histories, cultures and contributions
of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico,
the Caribbean, Central America or
South America. SOL hosted a number of events to commemorate the
cultural diversity on campus.
SOL’s largest event was an immigration discussion panel in collaboration with Alternative Breaks.
About 65 students attended the
event, in which students who participated in the Immigration trip
this past summer along with their
learning partner discussed their
experiences.
“Two SOL board members
shared their family immigration
stories and how it has impacted
them in their journey to graduate
college,” SOL President Juanita
Soto said. “Immigration was a big
component in this year’s Hispanic
Heritage Month because it is a
prevalent issue in the government
and the media.”

The observation of this month
started in 1968 as Hispanic
Heritage Week under President
Lyndon B. Johnson. President
Ronald Reagan later expanded
the observance in 1988 to cover a
30-day period. He also helped to
push the month being recognized
by law on Aug. 17, 1988.
The dates included in this
month have historical significance to the Hispanic countries.
Many Latin American countries, including Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua celebrate their in-

Staff Writer
Last semester Xavier juniors
Rachel Piepsny and Allie Weiss
addressed a need they saw in the
community by starting a Girls on
the Run team at local Evanston
Academy.
The team recently began its
second season with the goal of
helping elementary girls grow in
their confidence and learn how
to take care of themselves both
physically and emotionally.
“Here at Evanston what we try
to do is provide a space for them
outside of school and home life to
really just grow and explore their
personalities, who they are and
grow within themselves in their
own skin,” Weiss said.
The program addresses the
need for extracurricular programs
at Evanston Academy.
Piepsny and Weiss considered
starting a Girls on the Run program over other extracurricular
programs because both had experience with it before.
“We initially brought the program in because after-school
funding for Evanston was cut,
and we had both been volunteering here for other programs and
really saw that there was a need
for something after school,” Weiss
said. “The interest was here and
everyone at Evanston was very
welcoming and open to it.”
Their 10-week fall season focuses on 13 third- and fourthgrade girls, who meet after school
twice a week for practice.
Piepsny and Weiss lead practices with the help of 13 additional

Photo courtesy of Juanita Soto

SOL members hold up a piñata during their Piñatas & Margaritas event.

Xavier students fund elementary school program
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

dependence on Sept. 15. Mexico
and Chile celebrate their independence on Sept. 16 and Sept. 18,
respectively. Columbus Day ,or
“Día de la Raza,” falls on Oct. 13.
“Our mission is to educate the
Xavier community about Latin
American culture, traditions and
issues,” Soto said. The discussions, presentations and films
shown aimed to accomplish that.
“It is important to recognize
Hispanic Heritage Month in the
Xavier community because it
brings cultural diversity to campus,” Soto said.

Xavier student coaches.
fer over into their everyday lives, families,” Piepsny said. “We enjoy
The Evanston team is one of but if they’re doing that and learn- getting to know the parents and
many Girls on the Run teams ing that they can grow in such a siblings and offering what we have
across the U.S.
way in this space then who’s to say to the girls. I think we also try to
The national program targets it can’t transfer over into the rest keep in mind that we’re engaging
across some differences but at the
girls in third through sixth grade of their lives?”
with the mission of “(inspiring)
Finally, Piepsny and Weiss same time that we’re all here for
girls to be joyful, healthy and con- hope the program is viewed as a the same reason (which is) to take
fident using a fun, experience- partnership between them and the care of their daughters.”
Visit the Evanston Academy’s
based curriculum which creatively local community.
integrates running.”
“I think we hope the Evanston Girls on the Run Facebook page
Many of the girls have ex- community knows that we are for more information on their
pressed positive feedback about here as a partnership with them team.
For more information on how
the program and many enjoy the as families, as their school sysphysical demands the program tem and as their children, that we to get involved with Girls on the
places on them.
are coming in here just alongside Run in general, visit girlsonthe“My favorite thing about Girls them to grow alongside with their run.org.
on the Run
is
running,”
India, one of
the Evanston
Academy
team’s participants, said.
Piepsny
and Weiss both
agree that they
have seen the
girls grow by
“leaps
and
bounds.”
“They become a lot
more
open
with us, which
sometimes
can then lead
to becoming
a lot more
open with the
whole group,”
Piepsny said.
“That’s not to
say the skills
Photo courtesy of girlsontherun.org
always trans- Girls on the Run supports elementary school girls by offering health-oriented after school activity.
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Xavier releases Clery crime statistics Xavier Students for Life
Xavier University Campus Crime Statistics 2013*
Year Total

Crime

On Campus

Non-Campus

Rape

6
2

0

0

6

Forcible Fondling

2

Robbery

1

0
0

0
1

2

Aggravated Assault

1

0

0

1

Burglary

7

0

0

7

Stalking

8

0

0

8

Drug Abuse
Violation Arrests

2

0

0

2

Liquor Law Arrests

1

0

1

2

Drug Abuse
Violations, Referred

50

0

0

50

Liquor Law
Violations, Referred

468

0

3

471

Public Property

to host pumpkin memorial

*This is an abridged version of the Clery statistics. To see the full list of crime statistics, visit xavier.edu/clery and click on the Annual Security Report tab.

Xavier released its campus crime statistics for 2013, some of which are shown above, on Sept. 30 as part of the Clery Act.

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
As mandated by the Clery Act,
Xavier recently released the crime
statistics for on and around campus for 2013.
The Jeanne Clery Disclosure
of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics Act, also
known as the Campus Safety Act,
is a federal law that requires all
college campuses to disclose information relating to crimes that
occur on and around campus.
According to the Xavier Safety
website, the Clery Act is a law enforced by the U.S. Department of
Education that “is tied to an institution’s participation in federal
student financial aid programs
and it applies to most institutions,
of higher education both public

and private.”
The law, which is named for
a Lehigh University student who
was raped and killed in her dorm
in 1986, was amended in 1992 to
require that victims of sexual assault on college campuses be allowed certain rights.
Additional amendments in
2000 and 2008 expanded the requirements, adding that campuses
must also include information regarding sex offender registry as
well as campus safety and emergency response protocols.
Each year, colleges are required
to publish the reports by the federal deadline of Oct. 1.
Xavier sent out an email to the
university on Sept. 30 with a link
to the 58-page report.
According to Xavier’s Clery

compliance and safety coordinator Ken Grossman, no major
spikes in crime occurred in 2013.
“We look for spikes. If all of
the sudden we went from three
burglaries to 20 burglaries, then
there’s something there. The statistics … are comparable to other
years. There’s nothing that jumps
out that says we need to be worried. (The statistics) make an
accurate representation of the
crimes that occurred on campus,”
Grossman said.
Above is an abridged version
of the crime statistics that were
included with this year’s report.
To see the full version of the Clery
statistics and the safety information that is included in the report,
visit xavier.edu/clery and click on
the Annual Security report tab.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Last year’s memorial featured dozens of pumpkins with a cross carved into each.

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
Xavier Students for Life is
hosting a pumpkin carving and
memorial event on the Xavier
Yard.
According to the Facebook
event page, the event seeks “to remember the victims of abortion.”
Starting at 4 p.m., students will
be able to participate in pumpkin
carving. The club plans to carve
a cross into 270 pumpkins and
display them on the Xavier Yard.
According to Xavier Students for
Life president Brenna Hartwell,
“(Each pumpkin will) represent
the number of lives lost to abortion every two hours in the U.S.”
The memorial service will be-

gin at 7:30 p.m. and will feature a
service in which attendees will be
able to light a candle to be placed
in a pumpkin. Two priests will
also be in attendance to discuss
the issue of abortion. Fall-themed
sweets and apple cider will be
available during the event.
“The Pumpkin Memorial has
always been an impactful event.
Hundreds of cross-carved pumpkins lighting up the Xavier yard really puts the aim of the group into
perspective,” Hartwell said.
The pumpkin carving will begin at 4 p.m. and the service will
begin at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 19 on
the Xavier Yard. Visit the Xavier
Students for Life Facebook page
for more information.

Police
Notes
Sept. 29, 7:50 p.m. –
Xavier Police set up a post
at Dana Avenue and Victory
Parkway after receiving a report from Cincinnati Police
of shots fired on Burton
Avenue and suspects running to an unknown location. Nothing was ever
found and the suspects were
never located.
Sept. 29, 11:17 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Norwood Police in investigating a report of a student
banging on the door and
yelling for help on Wayland
Avenue. The intoxicated student was found in the backyard of a residence and taken
into custody after a short
struggle with officers.
Oct 1, 11:22 a.m. – Xavier
Police investigated hold up
alarm at the Bursar Office. It
was a false alarm.
Oct. 1, 1:11 p.m. – Xavier

Police assisted Cincinnati
Police in investigating an auto
accident after a vehicle ran
into a tree at Dana Avenue
and Victory Parkway. The
driver had walked away from
the scene.
Oct. 1, 9:15 p.m. – Two
students and one non-student
smoking marijuana in the C-1
Lot were cited for drug abuse.
Oct. 2, 12:30 a.m. –
Residence Life reported that
someone had punched a hole
in the drywall in Brockman
Hall during a fire alarm.
Oct. 2, 1:34 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
in confiscating an airsoft rifle
found in a room in Husman
Hall.
Oct. 3, 2:12 a.m. – An officer observed a student assisting another student who
was intoxicated on Cleneay
Avenue near the railroad

tracks. The intoxicated student was cited for underage
consumption.

three suspects wanted in two
separate Norwood Police
Department theft cases.

Oct. 3, 2:19 a.m. – A student was cited for underage
consumption after throwing
a container of alcohol at officers assisting the previous
intoxicated student.

Oct. 5, 1:19 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
in investigating a loud party
in the Village Apartments. A
beer pong table was confiscated and five students were
cited underage consumption.

Oct. 4, 4:18 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood
Police with an investigation
and subsequent arrest of

Note of the

Week

That would make a
great tattoo.
Oct. 1, 6:34 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
in confiscating a tattoo kit
found in a room in Brockman
Hall.

Oct. 6, 4:10 p.m. – A student reported that someone
had used his or her ATM
card to make $400 in unauthorized withdrawals after he
or she lost a wallet in Mount
Adams over the weekend.
Oct. 7, 10:34 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence Life with a room
search in Buenger Hall. A
small prescription bottle
with two unknown pills was
confiscated.
Oct. 8, 9:48 a.m. –
Xavier
Police
assisted

Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
and Cincinnati Police in investigating a report of a
commuter student struck by
vehicle in the crosswalk at
Dana Avenue and Woodburn
Avenue. The student suffered
minor injuries and declined
further assistance.
Oct. 11, 2:59 a.m. – An
officer observed a student
vomiting out of the rear of a
taxi in the West Lot. The student was also in possession
of a fictitious ID and was
cited for underage consumption and failing to cooperate
with officers.
Oct. 11, 11:29 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted Norwood Police and
Cincinnati Police in searching for two juvenile suspects
wanted on felony warrants.
The suspects were located
at Winding Way and Dana
Avenue and were released to
Norwood Police.

Xavier Newswire
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Xavier names first female board chair Pope Francis, bishops begin
landmark discussion on family
BY REGINA WRIGHT
Staff Writer

Xavier University’s Board of
Trustees unanimously elected
Barbara J. Howard as its first
chairwoman.
Howard chaired the academic
affairs committee of the board
since 2006, in what President, Fr.
Michael J. Graham, S.J. calls the
“nerve center” of the university’s
activity and decision-making.
“And as we look forward to a
new strategic plan, ‘The Xavier
Way,’ for moving forward with the
new core curriculum, for moving
forward in many ways, so much of
what’s going to be fundamental to
us comes out of the agenda of
the academic affairs committee,”
Graham said. “So for Barb to lead
us against the background of her
work with the academic affairs
committee, I think positions her
perfectly for the future in front of
us.”
Howard is a 1976 graduate of
Xavier University and has been a
member of the board since 1995.
“I got involved with Xavier’s
alumni association in 1990 and
never dreamed that I would one
day be chair of the Board of
Trustees,” Howard said.
“I came to Xavier as a member of the fourth class of women.
In light of all the incredible advancements that have occurred
at Xavier since I was a student, I
am deeply honored and humbled
by being chosen to lead Xavier’s
Board of Trustees. The energy,

Photo courtesy of nytimes.com

Pope Francis and 200 bishops met on Oct. 13 to discuss a preliminary report on family.
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
on the sacrament of marriage,

Photo courtesy of law.uc.edu

Barbara Howard was named the first female chair of the Board of Trustees.

insight, commitment and vision
of our board members are everinspiring. I look forward to leading our university on its continued
path of fulfilling Xavier’s mission
to transform our students into
successful members of society
who are women and men for others,” Howard said.
Howard is the principal of her
own law firm, which focuses on

News in Brief

family law.
She is a former president of the
Ohio State Bar Association and
the Cincinnati Bar Association.
She also serves on the board
of the Volunteer Lawyers for the
Poor.
Howard
succeeds
Bob
Kohlhepp, who chaired the board
since 2009 and will remain a board
member.

Campus News Editor
Pope Francis and an assembly
of bishops released a preliminary
document after meeting at the
Vatican on Oct. 13, calling for the
Catholic Church to welcome gay
people, unmarried couples and
divorced people, as well as the
children of these “nontraditional”
families.
The document, which was
written by a committee of bishops picked by Pope Francis, will
now be up for debate in a twoweek meeting of bishops, called
a synod, and may be subject to
revision. The preliminary document does not, however, officially
change church doctrine.
The 12-page document includes a discussion of cohabitation before marriage. The
document says that, without disregarding official church teaching

- United States and World News -

churches should acknowledge that
“there are positive aspects of civil
unions and cohabitation.”
The report also says that gay
people have “gifts and qualities to
offer the Christian community,”
and that gay couples offer “precious support in the life of the
partners.”
Roughly 200 bishops were in
attendance as the document was
read aloud. After it was read, 41
bishops responded to the report,
with some bishops objecting.
This report follows Pope
Francis’s many comments in the
past 18 months of his papacy, in
which the Pontiff has made several remarks that signal a change
in tone towards family issues.
In July 2013, when asked about
gay people in the church, Pope
Francis replied, “Who am I to
judge?”

Ebola cases reported in the United States

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

Ferguson protesters participate in day
of civil disobedience

Roughly 100 protesters participated in a day of civil disobedience in Ferguson, Mo., in the name of police shooting victim
Michael Brown. On Oct. 13, the protesters marched to the
Ferguson police station where they met a line of police officers standing behind police tape. Many protesters were arrested
after crossing the police tape, including activist Cornel West.
This protest was one of many planned demonstrations of civil
disobedience.

ISIS attempting to gain control of key town
on Syria-Turkey border

The terrorist organization known as ISIS that has been gaining
control of parts of Iraq and Syria continues to carry out its acts
of violence despite international action including airstrikes conducted by the U.S. and other nations. ISIS appears to be close to
gaining control of Kobani, a key town located in Syria along the
Turkish border. The U.S. and other allies have been launching
airstrikes near Kobani to combat ISIS forces.

Supreme Court declines to hear
same-sex marriage cases

The Supreme Court decided not to hear appeals from states in
which lower courts struck down same-sex marriage bans. This
decision by the Court means that rulings that declared gay marriage bans unconstitutional will stand in the states that attempted to appeal the lower courts’ decisions. Many believe that this
sets various states up for eventual legalization of gay marriage.

Malala Yousafzai wins Nobel Peace Prize

Malala Yousafzai, the 17-year-old Pakistani education activist,
won the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize. Yousafzai has been a prominent activist for girl’s education in recent years after Taliban
gunmen shot her in the head for attempting to attend school.
She shares the Nobel Peace Prize with Indian children’s rights
activist Kailash Satyarthi.

Photo courtesy of newsweek.com

An official in Dallas works to disinfect the residence of the healthcare worker Nina Pham, who was infected with Ebola.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
The first known contraction of
the Ebola virus on U.S. soil has
been reported.
The woman contracted the disease after treating Thomas Eric
Duncan, a native Liberian who
unwittingly brought the disease
back with him while travelling. He
had come to the U.S. to visit his
family and friends in Texas.
In response to the outbreak,
airports have begun a screening
process before coming aboard
planes.
In order to board the plane,
travelers are subject to temperature readings at various checkpoints as well as questionnaires,
inquiring from where the person

was traveling and if he or she may
have come in contact with the virus while there.
Duncan was reportedly subjected to these screening processes, but did not have a fever at the
time of traveling and was unaware
of any contact with an Ebola
patient.
After a multiple-week struggle
with the virus, Duncan died on
Oct. 8.
Throughout his struggle, it
is believed that Duncan came in
contact with around 70 people,
most of whom are still being
monitored for Ebola symptoms.
While caring for Duncan, Nina
Pham, one of the his nurses, contracted the virus.
It remains unclear as to how

Pham became infected, as it is believed that she followed all necessary precautions while caring for
Duncan.
Officials from the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) claim that
there must have been a breach in
protocol by Pham.
To combat the spread of the
disease, airport screenings and
quarantining those who had possibly contracted it will continue.
Despite the sign of spread of
the disease in the U.S., CDC officials remain optimistic.
“I will tell you that the fact that
we identified this individual so
quickly is actually to me a sign that
the system is working,” infectious
disease expert Dr. Frank Esper
said.
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Xavier Atheltics’ “Pink Week” raises awareness
BY ADAM TORTELLI
Staff Writer

Any student on campus may
have noticed the display in Hoff
Dining Commons this month
or seen NFL acnkowledge
that October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.
These 31 days are geared toward educating the world about
one of the most fatal diseases for
women over the past 40 years and
fundraising for research that will
hopefully develop a cure.
Xavier Athletics has partnered
with a Cincinnati-based non-profit organization, the Pink Ribbon
Girls (PRG), to promote the fight
against breast cancer at sporting
events during “Pink Week,” spanning Oct. 13-17.
This promotion is an example of how sports can help raise
awareness of important issues.
Whether it is by the NBA’s
“Green Week,” or “Susan G.
Komen for the Cure” partnership with the NFL to raise breast
cancer awareness, utilizing sports
teams skyrockets overall awareness for any issue.
The Komen relationship is undoubtedly the most popular as it
raises millions of dollars in a mere
a one-month span by simply asking football players to wear pink
gloves, socks and cleats in addi-

tion to their standard game day
uniforms.
The Pink Ribbon Girls dedicate their time toward assisting
victims and their families with

treatments or recovery.
This aid seems menial, but it
lifts a weight off the shoulders of
those suffering that no one can
understand until they are put into

DePaul, the Oct. 15 men’s soccer
game against DePaul and the Oct.
16 women’s soccer game against
Providence.
Each matchup will feature

normal chores, such as cleaning
and preparing fresh meals that
often have to take a back seat to

the exact situation.
Headlining games include the
Oct. 14 volleyball game against

a giveaway of 200 pink t-shirts
for the first 100 students and for
the first 100 fans and more im-

portantly, presence of the Pink
Ribbon Girls.
The Girls will provide more information on the disease and educate those in attendance on how
they can support the fight to find
a cure in any way possible.
While the outcomes of games
this week and other games this
month will mean no more or
less than the rest of the season,
the mission is bigger than any
Super Bowl, Game 7 or other
championship.
Every year, nearly a quartermillion women and more than
two thousand men are diagnosed
with this disease.
While men are not as likely to
attract the cancer, nearly everyone
has someone close in their life
who has had an encounter with
breast cancer.
This month not only shines
light on breast cancer, but also
gives us the chance to reflect and
think about those who suffered
from it.
The Girls believe it is important to always raise awareness, not
just in October.
Whether it is a financial donation, wearing pink at one of these
games or emotionally supporting
a victim you know, help the Pink
Ribbon Girls in ensuring that “No
One Travels This Road Alone.”

Freshman Kristen Massa provided the spark for the Musketeers
recording 19 kills and five digs.
Currently, Xavier is ranked no.
54 in the country, the third-highest ranked Big East team, and is
fifth in the conference.
With a strong conference
season finish, the Musketeers
could see themselves in the top25 and earn a possible NCAA
Tournament berth.
Overall, the team is 11-8,
nine wins away from coach Mike
Johnson’s sixth straight season of
20 wins or more.
Currently, Xavier has 11 games
remaining in the Big East regular
season (6 home, 5 away).
Included in those games are
away matches versus the Butler
Bulldogs, the Marquette Golden
Eagles and the no. 41-ranked
Creighton Bluejays at the Cintas
Center.
Next, however, the Musketeers
have a two-game homestand,
starting with the DePaul Blue
Demons on Oct. 14 and then
Butler on Oct. 18.
Both games will be played
at home, with the game against
DePaul being labeled “Dig for a
Cure.”
The first 100 fans and the first
100 students will receive a free
pink t-shirt to raise awareness for
breast cancer.
As the conference season hits
full swing, the Musketeers look
to continue their strong form
through to the postseason in
hopes of finishing high in the Big
East.

BY ISABEL SMITH

their first opportunity with a corner kick in the 22nd minute. Bolu
Akinyode completed the shot, tying the game at 1.
Xavier took its permanent lead
in the 32nd minute.
Seton Hall took down Brown
in the box and Walker took the
Muskie’s first penalty kick of the
season.
The kick was the first attempted or converted by Xavier since
Oct. 12, 2012, when Luke Spencer
converted a penalty kick.
The shot went to the top left
corner and earned Walker his third
goal of the season and marked the
20th of his Xavier career.
In the first half the Musketeers
outshot the Pirates 7-4 with a 4-3
advantage in corners.
Freshman Matt Vasquenza
topped off the Muskie win late in

the game with a ball from senior
Owen Steinwall in the 81st minute
of play, making the score 3-1.
Vasquenza’s goal put him in
the team lead with four goals on
the season.
In the conclusion of the match,
XU outshot the Pirates 11-9 and
had a 7-3 edge in corner kicks.
Xavier’s senior keeper Eric
Osswald extended his personal record with three saves.
He has had nine consecutive
unbeaten starts.
The Musketeers’ 3-1 win
moves the team into a tie with
Georgetown for first place in Big
East play with a 2-0-1 conference
record.
The Musketeers look to continue their win streak and stay
atop the conference as the season
continues.

Photo courtesy of pinkribbongirls.org

Xavier athletics has partnered with the Pink Ribbon Girls organiuzation to help raise awareness in the Xavier community.

Volleyball team succeeds Men’s soccer continues to dominate
BY BRENDAN BURRIS
Staff Writer

The second half of Xavier volleyball’s season is in full swing.
The Musketeers have opened the
conference schedule with a 4-3 record with wins over Georgetown,
Villanova, Providence and St.
John’s.
The team’s Big East home
opener against the Villanova
Wildcats was an impressive 3-0
sweep on Oct. 3 (25-11, 25-19,
25-17).
Following two straight 3-1
home losses to Seton Hall and
no. 21-ranked Marquette, the
Musketeers took to the road
for two away matchups against
Providence and St. John’s.
The road trip proved to be
quite the success for the team,
dominated in two back-to-back
wins while only losing one set.

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Freshman Jesse Earl warms up for a match.

Staff Writer
The Xavier men’s soccer team
earned a spectacular road win
against the Seton Hall Pirates.
The team played its Big East
Conference rivals on Oct. 11 at
Owen T. Carroll Field on the
Pirates’ home turf, South Orange,
N.J.
The Musketeers won 3-1, extending their unbeaten streak to
six games.
Xavier’s six-match unbeaten
run is the team’s longest since its
six-match win streak from Oct. 9
to Nov. 2 in the 2013 season.
The Musketeers started the
game with a pair of shots by junior Alex Ridsdale and redshirt
senior Will Walker within the first
ten minutes.
Ridsdale had another shot
blocked in the twelfth minute before teammate redshirt freshman
Walker Androit returned the ball
to the goal.
This resulted in a save by Seton
Hall keeper Julian Spindler.
Xavier’s first goal came from
freshman Cory Brown, a New
Zealand native, in the 17th minute.
The goal was set up by a shot
from Ridsdale, a fellow New
Zealander, which was headed toward the middle of the box by senior Garrett Halfhill.
Brown was there to seal the
deal and produced his second goal
of the season following his goal
vs. Cornell on Sept. 7.
The Musketeers outshot Seton
Hall 5-0 in the first 20 minutes of
play. The Pirates found and took

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Redshirt senior Will Walker runs to celebrate with his teammates.
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Bengals keep up impressive play

BY ADAM PURVIS

Staff Writer
In overtime, with over 37
points scored by each team and
sitting at a tie, the Cincinnati
Bengals and the Carolina Panthers
came head to head on Oct. 12.
The Bengals are now left at 3-11 through a tough and well-played
beginning of the 2014 season.
Their opening regular season
game ended with a strange win for
Cincinnati over the 2012 Super
Bowl Champs, the Baltimore
Ravens.
Oddly enough, most of the
points scored were from the
Bengals’ kicker, Mike Nugent.
Nugent kicked five field goals,
scoring 15 out of the 23 total
points for the Bengals, all in the
first half of the game.
The Ravens responded with a
rushing touchdown in the second
half by Justin Forsett. The game
progressed into the fourth quarter
with the Ravens scoring another
touchdown and a field goal leaving the score 16-15.
The Bengals offense put up a
fight with its first touchdown, a
77-yard pass from quarterback
Andy Dalton to receiver A.J.
Green to take back the lead.
They completed a two-point

conversion to end the game 2316. Fantasy football teams with
Nugent probably had a surprisingly nice opening week from the
usually low-scoring kicker.
Opening their season at Paul
Brown Stadium, the Bengals faced
off against the Atlanta Falcons.
After two field goals in the
first quarter, the Bengals took off,
scoring three touchdowns.
Two rushing touchdowns were
by Giovanni Bernard and one was

by Jeremy Hill.
Dalton also threw one touchdown to Mohamed Sanu this
game.
Even though the Bengals had
taken off, the Falcons did not give
up, with quarterback Matt Ryan
throwing a 14-yard pass to Julio
Jones.
Even with this touchdown,
the Falcons did not come back.
The result of the game was 24-10
Bengals and a 2-0 record.

The Bengals continued their
win streak in week three with a win
against the Tennessee Titans, 337, again at Paul Brown Stadium.
The Bengals, offensively and defensively dominated the game
with touchdowns in each quarter
and a safety in the second quarter.
Dalton did not throw a touchdown this game, but he did score
his own receiving touchdown
from Sanu following a lateral that
left Dalton open.

Photo courtesy of foxnews.com

Bengals quarterback Andy Dalton (14) hands the ball off to running back Giovani Bernard (25) in their Oct. 12 game at home.

The Titans fought at the end,
scoring their own touchdown, but
could not make anything happen
against Cincinnati.
The Bengals had a bye in week
four, but they had a rough game
against the Patriots at Gillette
Stadium resulting in their first loss
of the season, 43-17, in week five.
The Patriots came back with a
vengeance after their own stinging
defeat at the hands of the Chiefs
the previous week with a score of
41-14.
Oct. 12 was full of upsets
and hard-played games, with the
Browns conquering the Steelers
and the Cowboys busting through
Seattle’s defense. On that same
day, the Bengals recorded a tie
against the Carolina Panthers.
The score was 37-37, setting
the new record for the highestscoring tie in the NFL.
The game fluctuated each
quarter over which team was in
the lead. With the score tied in the
last few seconds, Nugent missed
an important 36-yard field goal
that could have led to the Bengals
victory.
The Bengals continue their
impressive season at 1 p.m. on
Oct. 19 in Indianapolis against the
Colts.

Cleveland Browns establish winning ways

BY RYAN O’TOOLE

Staff Writer
Times are changing in
Cleveland, and the rest of the
National Football League is

quickly learning that the Browns
are no longer the doormat of the
league.
After two straight weeks of
impressive victories, which found

Photo courtesy of sports.yahoo.com

Browns quarterback Brian Hoyer (6) has been the crucial leader of the offense this season.

Cleveland rallying from 25 points
behind to beat the Tennessee
Titans on the road and thrashing
the Pittsburgh Steelers at home,
the 3-2 Browns are competitive
heading into week seven.
Leading the way for the franchise is quarterback Brian Hoyer.
He has shown considerable
poise in pressure situations, most
notably in the comeback against
the Titans.
Many fans were calling for
Hoyer to be relieved of his duties
when the team drafted media darling Johnny Manziel back in April.
But Hoyer is proving he is dependable, and he comes without
all of the drama of Manziel.
“I don’t think I need to say
more than I’m from Cleveland
and this is where I want to be, but
I’m also a competitor,” Hoyer said
in an interview with cleveland-

browns.com. “I want to be somewhere where I’m playing.”
However, while Hoyer may be
the offensive leader, Cleveland’s
running game has arguably been
the most impressive part of their
offensive attack.
In last week’s 31-10 beat-down
of the Steelers, running backs
Ben Tate and Isaiah Crowell combined for 153 rush yards and three
touchdowns.
And while the offense deserves
all the recognition it has been getting, it was the defense last week
that really sent a message, the defensive line in particular.
“We got in the quarterback’s
head,” defensive lineman John
Hughes said, in the locker room
after the game. “It’s a really great
win and to top it off, it’s against
the Steelers. I’m proud of the
whole defense.”

The Steelers struggled to get
any sort of offensive game going,
including from star quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger, who was perturbed by the Browns pressure up
front the entire game.
He continued to miss throws
that NFL fans are used to seeing converted by Roethlisberger,
which is a testament to how well
Cleveland played.
“It’s huge,” Bryant said about
the win. “It’s a division win so it
counts twice. It’s Pittsburgh. So
we cherish these kinds of moments. We’ll enjoy it on Sunday
and then it’s on to Jacksonville on
Monday.”
There is a whirlwind of excitment in Cleveland as the Browns
are finally playing well
The Cleveland Browns head to
Jacksonville to play the 1-5 Jaguars
at 1 p.m. on Oct. 19.

Many XU golfers off to hot start
BY MATT STAINBROOK

Staff Writer
This weekend, the Xavier
women’s golf team was in full
swing, competing in the 2014
LPGA Xavier Invitational, in
which it finished sixth overall with
a team score of 931.
Leading XU in Daytona Beach,
Fla. was junior Shane Crutchfield,
who shot an even-par in the final
round of play.
Along with Crutchfield, freshman Lindsey Murray also placed
in the top 10 individually for
Xavier.
Out of the 70 golfers compet-

ing, Crutchfield’s score of 225 had
her tied for eighth, and her final
day score was the lowest of the
day.
Another Musketeer with a solid outing was sophomore Rachel
Johnson, who finished the weekend tied for 23rd and was the
leader for XU on the second day
of competition, finishing with an
even-par 72.
The women’s team has competed in four events thus far, with
their best finish occurring at the
Yale Women’s Intercollegiate,
where they finished third overall
on Sept. 28.

The team next competes at
the Palmetto Intercollegiate in
Kiawah Island, S.C., on Oct.
26-28.
The Musketeers will return to
Daytona Beach, Fla., for the Big
East Tournament occuring on
April 16-18.
There they hope to improve
on their fourth-place finish in last
year’s tournament.
The men’s team was in preparation this weekend for its upcoming trip to Noblesville, Ind.,
as it competed in the Sagamore
Fall Preview on Oct. 13-14.
The team is coming off a sec-

ond place finish in the Firestone
invitational last week, which
marked the Musketeers’ best finish this year.
The finish was a close one,
coming down to the final hole,
in which the University of South
Carolina Aiken came out on top
one stroke ahead and edged out
the Musketeers.
Helping lead Xavier to the finish was freshman Jose Montaño,
who got his first collegiate tournament win with an overall score of
212 (-4).
This tournament score was the
lowest for the Musketeers since

senior Korey Ward shot a 9-under
score in 2012.
Senior Tanapol Vattanapisit
and Ward also finished in the
top 30, with a finish of 22nd and
27th, respectively.
Xavier plays its final tournament of the fall season this weekend and will look to continue to
build off of its strong performance last week.
The Musketeers will eventually
travel to Okatie, S.C., for the Big
East Tournament on April 26-28.
They look to show progress
from last year and improve on
their fifth-place finish.
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Missed Opportunities
New Alter Hall design lacking

Everyone has seen it. Everyone has definitely
heard it. Alter Hall is being renovated into an entirely
new space on campus for students to work, learn and
grow. Isn’t that exciting?
Well, I’m challenging you to take a deeper look
at this newly designed structure that “enhances” our
campus community.
I must start by commending the Alter Hall
Renovation Team, InPosse and the Sustainability
Advisory Group assigned to this project. Without all
of their hard work, this building’s design and infrastructure would not be possible.
There were three main accomplishments regarding the building’s sustainability: 1) pursuing a lowenergy consumption target (45,000 BTUs per square
foot, half the campus average), 2) the use of reusable materials, conscious disposal of waste and local
sourcing of new materials and 3) no irrigation. All
these factors contribute to Alter’s likely achievement
of LEED Gold certification, one level higher than
any other building on campus.
These accomplishments are without a doubt commendable. But can’t we be doing more? Aren’t we always challenged here at Xavier to do more? To “build
a better community?”
In my opinion, this new building is deceiving
our community into thinking that we are building an
amazing, new, green, energy efficient Alter Hall. And
while that may be true, Xavier could still be “building
a better” Alter Hall. The cost effectiveness of having Alter linked to the Central Utility Plant (CUP) of
campus was more enticing to the planners than seeking to be innovative and daring to be different with
renewable forms of energy. The “CUP” powers the
main buildings on campus using coal and other nonrenewables efficiently, with less waste. By sourcing
the energy from the “CUP,” planners ensured that
Alter’s energy will not come from renewable or clean
sources (i.e. solar, wind, geothermal, etc.). Instead, it
will come from coal.
Budget restraints are inevitable at any university,
but I really believed that Xavier had opened its eyes
to environmental costs after having sustainability advocates like Jeremy Rifkin, Amory Lovins and Bill
McDonough speak on campus just last year. How

can our campus’s most influential leaders have listened and agreed to what those men had to say but
still be approving the plans for the new Alter Hall? It
would be interesting to hear what Rifkin, Lovins and
McDonough would say if they looked at the plans
for the new design. My guess is that they would suggest doing better by investing in renewable energy.
McDonough would most likely say that Alter is now
going to be “less bad” but still not “good.”
As a Xavier student, a sustainability major and
especially as a student senator, I am constantly challenged to look towards the future so I can fulfill the
Xavier Student Commitment and “succeed in changing the world” by making it better for those to come.
Why isn’t this commitment and ideal being upheld in
all Xavier affairs? The renovation of Alter Hall offers Xavier the opportunity to be innovative and give
renewable energy more of a presence on campus.
While numerous sustainability efforts are being made in the Alter Hall renovation, the inevitable truth remains: we could still be doing better.
Unfortunately, there have been missed opportunities
for sustainability that could have helped Xavier “succeed in changing the world.” Nonetheless, I believe
that our community will continue to strive forward
and make Alter the best it can be with the design that
was chosen. I look forward to Xavier’s future and
sincerely hope that in the near future, we really will
take a stand, make a difference and succeed in changing the world.

O l i v i a
Capannari is a junior sustainability:
economics and managmement and environmental studies
double major from
Cincinnati.
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Marijuana legislation fuels inequality

Criminal records haunt job-seekers despite law’s repeal

Time to talk drugs — weed,
specifically.
No one wants to be caught with
marijuana on his or her person.
Every pot-smoking, doobie-lighting, blunt-puffing college stoner
lives in fear of the fine and confiscation of his or her precious herb
if caught. However, for many
people that have been caught with
marijuana in the past seven years
in the city of Cincinnati, drug use
has cost them their ability to earn
a respectable living.
In 2006, City Council passed
legislation that increased the
charge for possession of marijuana from a minor misdemeanor
to a fourth-degree misdemeanor.
This means that the amount of
pot which previously would have
resulted in a legal slap on the
wrist in the form of a ticket and
fine thereafter, for anyone with a
previous offense, could result in a
lasting criminal record.
In Ohio, a judge can expunge
an offense if there are only two

misdemeanors on record, and minor misdemeanors do not count.
So, although small amounts of
marijuana previously didn’t affect your record, after 2006, being
caught with a single joint could
result in an official, permanent
criminal background.
Even City Council acknowledged the extremity of its own
law and repealed it in 2010.
However, the criminal records still exist for those unlucky
enough to have been caught during the law’s five-year lifespan.
To combat this, on Oct. 13 city
councilman Charlie Winburn introduced legislation which would
reduce any possession charges
resulting from the old law in
Cincinnati’s records back to minor
misdemeanors.
The reason for this is simple:
if the law was absurd and wrong
enough to repeal, those unfortunate enough to have lit up in the
wrong place in the wrong year
should not be barred from work

because of a criminal record.
In fact, Winburn makes an
excellent point when he says
that the continued existence of

“Those
unfortunate
enough to have
lit up in the
wrong place in
the wrong year
should not be
barred fom work
because of a
criminal record.”
Griff Bludworth
these charges can only result in
more drugs instead of less. Lowincome individuals caught with
very small amounts of marijuana

may now have trouble supporting
themselves with legitimate work,
as their records are permanently
open to background checks and,
logically, turn to illegitimate work
to support themselves. By punishing these people severely for trace
amounts of drugs, the city has
encouraged them to obtain large
quantities of the same.
Good work, team. This war on
drugs has looked more and more
like the Herculean struggle against
the Hydra.
For this reason, Winburn’s legislation is a necessary first step. It
evens a playing field made rocky
by unnecessarily severe charges.
And, to put a Republican spin on
it (as Charlie Winburn is, after all,
a Republican), this bill is a jobs bill
of sorts.
Cincinnati has a segment of its
workforce unable to work due to
offenses which were harmless and
would now be considered minor.
By continuing to ensure that their
past toking costs them their liveli-

hood, Cincinnati bolsters its unemployment and limits the mobility of its lower-income residents
who are statistically more likely to
have previous offenses.
Nothing helps a budding city
more than stratifying its communities because of a bit of bud.

Griff Bludworth is a junior
Philosophy, Politics & the Public,
Honors Bachelor of Arts and theatre
triple major from West Chester, Ohio.

The reality of “revitalization”

Changes in Over-The-Rhine neglect needs of traditional residents
What should I do this weekend?
It’s a question all students ask
themselves every week. Here at
Xavier we’re only a quick 15 minute drive from one of the fastest
developing neighborhoods in the
country, Over-The-Rhine (OTR).
OTR provides plenty of options for a leisurely weekend excursion from campus. Restaurants,
shops and theaters can be found
throughout OTR. If you are so
inclined, you can even find overpriced home décor shops. All of
this allows for a sufficient break
from the monotony of being
stuck on campus. If you are looking for a place to get away and
have a nice meal with friends, look
no further.
OTR did not always look like
this. Until the mid-2000s OTR
was home to rampant crime rates
and a shrinking population.
All of this changed rather quickly. The neighborhood
stopped being characterized by

vacant buildings and started to be
dotted with hip storefronts.
While all of this is fine and
good, as students at a Jesuit institution we are called to examine
things on a deeper, more human
level.
What does the OTR of today mean? What purpose does
it serve? While brunch restaurants can offer a wonderful
Sunday morning meal, can they
really be considered pillars of a
community?
What about the people who
lived in OTR before it became the
example of gentrification it is today? Is any of this improving their
quality of life?
This is the thing about gentrification: It might seem on the surface that the community has been
reborn, but many times it has simply been swept aside. Just because
the scenery of this neighborhood
has changed does not mean that
any problems have been solved.

Fixing decades of poverty and
urban decay is not as simple as
opening shops and restaurants
that only cater to yuppies with a

“While brunch
restaurants can
offer a wonderful
Sunday morning
meal, can they
really be considered
pillars of a
community?”
Gabe Costello
handsome disposable income. A
cute brunch restaurant does not
mean much to someone who is

struggling to makes ends meet.
One day trends will shift and
OTR will no longer be viewed
as Cincinnati’s up-and-coming
neighborhood. What happens
then? What sustainable infrastructure will be there to sustain
the economic growth when the
popularity of the area inevitably
dips? The reality is that the cycle
will probably continue once OTR
is again left on its own.
Inevitably, when gentrification
comes along certain people are
left behind. The people who are
on the margins already are pushed
completely from the page.
As Xavier students, we are
called to think of these people
and recognize that their lives are
just as important as our own. We
are called to see the world from
outside of the bubble of whatever
privileges we might have. We are
called to look for long-term solutions to problems such as poverty.
In the end, we are called to be

men and women for others.
While I am certainly not trying
to claim that OTR does not offer
a wonderful escape from the daily
grind of college life, there is no
reason that we cannot have a nice
time while also being aware of our
surroundings and what they really
mean.

Gabe Costello is a sophomore history
major from Monee, Ill.
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“Godspell”
By Liz Slocum

production of “Godspell,” said
this musical has turned out to be
interesting.
“Each production of this show
is a little different,” Bryll said.
“Every director, production team
and cast brings something new to
this show. There is great music,
there is comedy and there are serious moments and moments of
reflection.”
The cast and crew involved in
this production
have
been working hard for
nearly two
months to
bring
this
story to life,
starting with
the end-ofAugust auditions and
the first rehearsal following Labor
Day.
The
experience,
according to
the director,
has been rewarding all
through the
many weeks
of
hard
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
work.
Dee Anne Bryll serves as both director and choregrapher.
“I enjoyed
series of parables based on the all of the scenes,” Bryll said. “I reGospel of Matthew and the ally enjoyed choreographing and
Gospel of Luke.
staging all of the musical numThe songs it features have been bers. They all have very different
well-received over the past four styles and it was so fun to come
decades of the play running, with up with all of the different dance
many cast albums being released styles, use of props, etc.”
over the years and the song “Day
Performances for “Godspell”
by Day” hitting number 13 on will take place Oct. 17-19 as well
the Billboard pop singles chart in as Oct. 24 and 25.
1972.
Tickets can be purchased at the
The students involved in Gallagher Student Center box ofXavier’s production are said to fice or at the door. Prices are $12
be quite talented, and Dee Anne for students and $17 for regular
Bryll, who is directing Xavier’s tickets.
Staff Writer
Stephen Schwartz’s “Godspell”
will be opening at 7:30 p.m.,
Oct. 17. at the Gallagher Center
Theatre.
Based on the story of Jesus
Christ, this upbeat musical centers
on a group of ordinary people
making a journey and learning life
lessons.
The story is structured as a
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“Cheek to Cheek” is heaven

Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga make this a jazz standard for the ages.

By Zenab Saeed

gresses toward a more energized
sound, is especially deserving of
recognition and captures the esIn late September, Tony
sence of the album.
Bennett and Lady Gaga released a
Though the collaboration
collaborative jazz standard album.
between the
“Cheek
to
88-year-old
Cheek” couples
jazz
vocalthe unexpected
ist and the
duo’s
vocals
28-year-old
on 11 tracks
meat-wearing
that are covers
pop icon is
of classic jazz
certainly unsongs.
expected, it
The album
works
and
follows Gaga’s
might be just
2013
release
what
Gaga
of the album
needs to fur“A r t p o p , ”
ther her career
which, though
and, by expossuccessful with
ing her “Little
chart-topping
Monsters” to
tracks
like
a new sound,
“A p p l a u s e ”
reignite
apand “Do What
preciation for
U Want,” had
jazz.
an unexpectA perforedly lackluster
mance
speperfor mance
cial of the
in comparison
album “Tony
to her 2011 rePhoto courtesy of billboard.com Bennett
&
lease of the album “Born “Cheek to Cheek” topped the Billboard charts with more than 130,000 units sold. Lady Gaga:
and offer a perfectly complement- Cheek to Cheek LIVE!” is schedThis Way.”
uled to air on Oct. 24 on PBS as
Unlike her previous albums, ed duet.
The album is overall well- a part of the network’s 2014 Arts
however, “Cheek to Cheek” has
a completely different and com- paced and features a range of Fall Festival.
And if that is not enough
tempos and fluctuates between
pletely less avant-garde sound.
Gaga relies more on her vocals slower tracks like “But Beautiful” Bennett and Gaga to quench your
and, in comparison with her typi- and faster, more upbeat songs like jazz needs, the duo is planning on
cally pop-oriented songs, show- “Let’s Face the Music and Dance” touring together and releasing a
cases her versatility as a singer and and “It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It sequel album in the near future.
Ain’t Got That Swing).”
performer.
Newswire Rating:
The title track “Cheek to
Gaga’s vocals deliver, especially
on her emotional solo track “Lush Cheek,” which begins with a deLife,” which presents a smooth liberate verse by Gaga and proStaff Writer

feeling that is made even smoother with her strong performance.
Enhanced by Bennett’s iconic,
velvety voice, tracks like the leading single “Anything Goes” shine

Scrumptious “Spaghetti” satisfies
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

Sept. 27 marked the premiere
of Cincinnati Playhouse in the
Park’s brand new foodie comedy, “I Loved, I Lost, I Made
Spaghetti.”
The very fresh and original play
is a one-woman show set in Giulia
Melucci’s kitchen, as she showcases her long history of failed
relationships and the long-lasting
lessons she learned from them, all
while making a hefty batch of her
fresh, home-style spaghetti from
scratch served throughout to eight
fortunate audience members.
Adapted from the best-selling memoir of the same title by

Giulia Melucci, the play paces itself by using each distinct course
in her intricate spaghetti dinner to
focus on her individual past relationships chronologically, using a
cleverly-chosen antique from each
relationship as a tally of what was.
The different items from each
relationship serve as a perfect pacing method and add good fun to
the sitcom-style formula of story
telling by giving the audience
something visual to associate with
the experiences of each different
man impacting Giulia’s exciting,
culinary-centric life.
Described as a “foodie’s dream
version of ‘Sex in the City,’” the
play intricately utilizes the appeal-

ing aspects of the modern sitcom
to keep the audience guessing and
invested in each new relationship,
all-the-while weaving in a vast
amount of scattered pop-culture
references to cement its universal
charm.
Despite the wonderful writing
found in “I Loved, I Lost, I Made
Spaghetti,” the show finds its true
charm through the voice of lead
actress Antoinette LaVecchia.
LaVecchia, a former Broadway
performer, uses an Italian accent
and witty intimacy to make the
audience feel as if going over to
Melucci’s for dinner is a weekly
affair. In addition, her masterful
acting skills were put on display,
going so far as to work in an audience member’s cell phone ringing
as if it was a part of the show.
“I Loved, I Lost, I Made
Spaghetti” is a wonderful piece
of theater that highlights just how
flexible and innovative the art
form can be.
For all interested in homemade
food, delightful charm and clever
storytelling, check out the show
at Playhouse in the Park through
Nov. 2.

Newswire Rating:
Photo courtesy of uptondaily.com

The original show logo for the 1971 off-Broadway production of “Godspell”

Photo courtesy of nytimes.com

Antoinette LaVecchia charms, delights and bakes pasta every performance.
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Racism warnings question cartoon’s legacy
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer

Though the classic Warner
Bros. cartoon, “Tom and Jerry,”
was once thought to be a fun
animated game of cat and mouse,
it now comes with a warning label on both iTunes and Amazon
Prime Instant Video.
“These animated shorts are
products of their time,” the
iTunes disclaimer said. “Some
of them may depict some of the
ethnic and racial prejudices that
were commonplace in American
society.”
These cartoons, which originally ran from the 1940s through
the 1950s, were once a staple on
Saturday morning television.
Aside from the iconic cat and
mouse pairing, “Tom and Jerry”
also plays host to a stereotypical
black housemaid, Mammy Two
Shoes. While the portrayal of Mrs.
Two Shoes doesn’t seem to be
more than a stereotype used for
entertainment, Whoopi Goldberg
defends the choice to not edit
Mrs. Two Shoes out of the show.
“Mammy is significant to the
template of ‘Tom and Jerry’ because she brings the human touch
to the cartoon world, an entry

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

“Tom and Jerry” has come under scrutiny for its portrayal of black-face as well as the racist “Mammy” character.

point for the viewer,” Goldberg
said in the pre-film disclaimer
of Tom and Jerry: The Spotlight
Collection. “Mrs. Two Shoes,

along with other elements that
reveal the prejudices of the time,
are presented here to accurately
reflect a part of our history that

when “viewing over a three-day
period” was added in.
Each network had success during this week, especially NBC,
who had its “most-watched premiere week in eight years with
‘The Mysteries of Laura’ as its top
new series,” NBC News said.
CBS had other hit shows such
as “NCIS: New Orleans” and
“Scorpion.” ABC also succeeded
with its new show “Black-ish,” a
show possibly attempting to make
up for the declined viewer ratings
of “Modern Family,” which has
been bringing the network down.
CBS won premiere week for
most viewers watching7 for the
sixth year in a row, averaging 10.9
million viewers, NBC followed
with 10 million viewers and ABC
had 8.3 million. ESPN averaged
2.91 million viewers in prime time
and was the week’s most popular
cable network.
NBC’s “Nightly News” led
the pack with an average of 8.2
million viewers, ABC’s “World
News” had 8 million and the
“CBS Evening News” had 6.3
million viewers.
According to NBC News, the

top 10 shows during the week
of Sept. 22-28 were the following: NFL Football: New Orleans
at Dallas, NBC, 22.68 million
viewers; “The Big Bang Theory,”
CBS, 18.24 million viewers;
“NCIS,” CBS, 18.23 million viewers; “Sunday Night NFL PreGame Show,” NBC, 17.57 million
viewers; “NCIS: New Orleans,”
CBS, 17.23 million viewers;
NFL Football: N.Y. Giants at
Washington, CBS, 16.29 million
viewers.
Many who tuned in turned to
DVR or lost interest in some of
the shows, but this week gave networks a big boost in viewer ratings and will most likely continue
to attract a fall audience.
Fall television premieres draw
in viewers because of the hype
and previews shown before the
big week.
Network viewers have expectations of each show and excitement builds up until the night of
the premiere.
However, numbers often fall
after the first week when viewers
drop shows that did not live up to
expectations.

cannot, and should not, be ignored.” Amazon and iTunes
agreed with similar opinions.
“While the following does not

represent the Warner Bros. view
of today’s society, these animated
shorts are being presented as they
were originally created because to
do otherwise would be the same
as claiming these prejudices never
existed,” the disclaimers on both
Amazon and iTunes said.
These disclaimers released an
outcry from fans of Tom and
Jerry. “An introductory statement
proclaims that the ethnic stereotypes ‘were wrong then and are
wrong today,’ which misses the
point,” Charles Solomon, Amazon
Editorial Reviewer said.
“The stereotypical AfricanAmerican maid and blackface gags
were considered good fun and
good taste in the era of Amos and
Andy; that they are no longer acceptable reflects the social progress of the intervening decades.”
Even though these disclaimers give potential viewers a warning about what they will see, they
do not seek to stop people from
watching it altogether.
“Tom and Jerry remain one of
film history’s most beloved comedy duos,” Goldberg said. “These
cartoons are timeless and will be
entertaining new generations of
fans for years to come.”

High ratings for fall TV premiere week Grisly “Gone Girl”
By Allison Wisyanski
Staff Writer

Despite the plenty of alternative ways to watch television favorites, millions of people tuned
in Sept. 22-28 to watch the various show premieres of the first
week of fall TV. Networks feel
that live viewership can no longer
be a measurement of a program’s
value, but this week contradicted
that theory.
According to the WHDH
News, CBS, NBC and ABC had
more viewers than during the
2013 fall TV week.
“Maybe the networks are putting out better shows, or at least
they’re putting out a better marketing strategy,” Brad Adgate, a
ratings analyst for Horizon Media,
said.
Five of the 20 most-watched
programs during that week were
brand new with three on CBS and
two on ABC, the most successful
shows being “Madam Secretary”
on CBS and “How to Get Away
With Murder” on ABC.
In fact, “How to Get Away
With Murder” increased its audience from 14.3 to 20.3 million

Photo courtesy of hulu.com

“How to Get Away with Murder” drew high ratings and critical acclaim mostly from Viola Davis’ (above) performance.

By Grant Vance

Staff Writer
Visionary director David
Fincher returns to cinema in style
with his masterful 10th feature
film, “Gone Girl,” released on
Oct. 1.
“Gone Girl,” adapted for the
screen by Gillian Flynn from her
best-selling novel of the same title, tells the story of Nick Dunne
and his struggle to find an answer
for the mysterious disappearance
of his wife, Amy Dunne, after returning home to the violent crime
scene of what appears to be a
home invasion. As the investigation grows deeper, and more and
more is revealed about Amy’s disappearance, all evidence gradually
points to seemingly ambivalent
Nick as the prime suspect.
Although the film delivers perfectly in terms of genre with its
“whodunnit?” style mystery, the
true admiration for this film can
be found in its elegantly suspenseful cinematography and its frighteningly accurate commentary on
the exploitation of local crime
through the media.
Fincher, most notably recognized for films such as “Fight
Club,” “Se7en” and “The Social
Network,” brings his dark, twisted
approach to film through the lens
of the media’s distorted approach
to covering popular crime stories.
In his critique, Fincher carefully maps the road commonly found
through the coverage of such a
story through the perspective of
the suspicious and odd husband,
Nick.
Although in the midst of deal-

ing with a missing wife, Nick is
also forced to deal with the harassment and assumptions made
in regard to how the media portrays him.
There are several layers to
this, all accenting the beautifully
executed turn halfway through
the film.
“Gone Girl” is a riveting film
that delivers as far as story and
style are concerned, but this
complicated premise wouldn’t
be possible without the expert
performances given by its leads,
Ben Affleck and Rosamund
Pike.
Affleck plays the role of Nick
Dunne perfectly, keeping the audience guessing at his true motives and intentions until the last
second of the film.
Affleck hasn’t made a huge
screen presence outside of his
own films in a while, so it is nice
to see the often under-appreciated actor shine fully in his excellent portrayal.
Pike is equally as excellent,
skillfully portraying Amy’s complicated personality with a consistently intricate portrayal.
“Gone Girl” is a film that
delivers every step of the way,
offering something for fans of
film and mystery alike.
For more work by Fincher
and Flynn, be on the lookout for HBO’s upcoming series, “Utopia,” currently in
production.

Newswire Rating:
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The
Doctor is

IN

BY HOLLIS CONNERS
Features Editor

Kim L. Miller, MD
This
is
Miller’s
fourth year working as
a full-time staff physician of internal medicine at McGrath Health
and
Wellness
Center
(MHWC). She completed
undergraduate
studies
at
Harvard
University,
attended medical school
at
the
University
of
Massachusetts,
had
an
internship
at
St.
Elizabeth’s
in
Boston
and did her residency in
Internal Medicine was at
St. Vincent’s Hospital in
New York City.

Linda Kibot, FNP-C
Kibot has been working two days a week at
MHWC as a nurse practitioner since fall 2013.
Her bachelor of science
degree in nursing came
from the University of
North Dakota, and she
graduated in December
2011 with her doctorate
in nursing from North
Dakota State University.
She also teaches at the
Xavier School of Nursing.

Marcelle Bobst, MSN, ANP-C

Edited by: Hollis Conners
connersh@xavier.edu

McGrath Health and Wellness Center offers services to students such as medical visits and
counseling. Xavier Newswire sat down with the
staff physician and nurse practitioners who see
students for their medical visits.
Xavier Newswire: Can you explain the different roles and responsibilities you have as nurse
practitioners and a MD?
1. Kim L. Miller, MD: I decided to
(attend) medical school because I wanted
more breadth of what I could do. I wanted to be able to make changes and to be
flexible in my career to a maximum degree. As a physician, I could go into any
specialty. Both entail lifelong learning, and
that’s what is so attractive about them as
careers. There is no individual who knows
everything.
2. Marcelle Bobst, MSN, ANP-C: I
think it comes down to level of education
and responsibility. I knew I always wanted
a collaborating physician to bounce ideas
off of and to talk to about certain patients
and difficult patients.
3. Linda Kibot, FNP-C: The training is very different. I always tell students
when you go to med school, you get an indepth and rigorous training on science like
microbiology, chemistry and biochemistry.
When you put it all together you can make
an excellent diagnosis. As a nurse practitioner, one can go to nursing school and learn
therapeutics of caring for people.
XN: What made you choose these specific career paths?
1. Miller: My father was a psychiatrist,
and I read an article in The New Yorker
around my freshman year of college by
a family practitioner who talked about
knowing families and taking care of people
in a small town over time. I really enjoyed
primary care because of the relationships
you develop over time with people.
2. Bobst: I always was drawn to health
and physical wellness. Even though I
started in chemistry, my true love was always health. I decided to marry my two
passions, talking to people and educating
people on health and wellness.
3. Kibot: I knew growing up I wanted
to go into the medical field. I worked as a
nurse for a year. I knew I wanted to be more
independent, and I went back to school. I
then went into family practice. I wanted to
make a difference (in patients) early on and
be able to talk to patients and teach them
prevention so that they wouldn’t get sick
and stuck in a hospital. In (primary care)
you get the chance to educate patients on
things that could make a huge difference
and impacts on their lives long term.

Bobst began working
as a nurse practitioner
at MHWC in February
2014. She has been in
practice as a CNP (or
certified nurse practitioner) since 2007. She
earned her undergraduate degree in chemistry
and participated in the
accelerated program at
University of Cincinnati
to become a nurse practitioner in both women’s
health and adult health.

XN: What are some of the challenges you face
and how do you overcome them?
1. Miller: I think the greatest challenge
we all share is balancing family with career. It is one of those lifelong works in
progress where there is no right answer to.
There are also the ongoing challenges of
education of navigating health care as a
provider and figuring out what is going on
in the health care of the future.
2. Bobst: One of the challenges is time
constraints, health care cost being so great
and everyone trying to curb the rising
health care costs. Even though we don’t
bill each patient, there is still a big drive to
get everyone in and seen which can make
busy days for us. The nurses make it possible to get as much done as we do.
3. Kibot: Keeping up with the new research and the changes in guidelines. The
working relationships, the environment,
the nurses and all the support staff here
(makes it feel) almost more therapeutic to
be here (than anywhere else).
XN: Do you have any advice for students intending to pursue a career in the medical field?
1. Miller: If it’s your passion, pursue
it. It’s a career where you can really help
people and have lots of opportunities to
do amazing things in the world. Don’t do
it if you think it’ll be an easy way to get
a good job and salary. Do it because you
can’t imagine doing anything else.
2. Bobst: Don’t underestimate shadowing (professionals in the field). There are
so many different specialties one can go
into, and it’s a good idea to know what you
are getting into before you start.
XN: Do you have anything else you want to
students to know?
1. Kibot: (McGrath) is probably the
best resource Xavier has on campus. (The
relationships allow students to) come to
get diagnosed and to have basic problems
treated, but most importantly we can talk
about things they would not be able to
talk about if they just went to an urgent
care down the street that only takes care
of their cold then gets them out. We hope
more students get to hear the kinds of services we provide and the relationships we
can build with them.

Remember to
get your flu
shot!

*McGrath also offers
the FluMist
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